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Europe 
July - September 2005 Forecast 
 
Passenger Numbers by Overall Route (millions) 
 
 
Apr-Jun ‘05 Apr-Jun ‘04 % change Jul-Sept ‘04 Forecast 
Europe 65.79 62.48 5.30% 66.67 70.20 
Intercontinental 17.86 16.88 5.79% 18.92 20.02 
Total 83.65 79.36 5.40% 85.59 90.22 
 
Overall, passenger numbers continue to grow at a rate of just over 5%, with some long haul 
destinations growing at almost double this rate (such as the Far East/Australasia which had a 
growth rate of 10.92% over this period compared to the same period last year). 
 
Passenger Numbers by Seat Class (millions) 
 
 
Apr-Jun ‘05 Apr-Jun ‘04 % change Jul-Sept ‘04 Forecast 
First 2.97 2.82 5.40% 3.04 3.20 
Business 15.78 15.13 4.30% 16.32 17.02 
Economy 64.90 61.41 5.68% 66.23 69.99 
 
Passenger numbers for first class travel are similar in Europe and Asia.  However, first class 
in Asia represents about 7% of total passenger numbers compared to just over 3.5% in 
Europe.  Business class in Europe accounts for about 19% of all passengers and this number 
has remained almost constant over the past year.  First class travel in Europe seems to be 
disappearing in favour of Business class.  This is different from the other two report areas as 
there is an emphasis on First class travel in Asia and in North America, where 7.5% of 
passengers fly first class, business class travel seems to be all but disappearing.  
 
Passenger Numbers by Carrier (millions) 
 
 
Apr-Jun ‘05 Apr-Jun ‘04 % change Jul-Sept ‘04 Forecast 
Air France/KLM 17.95 17.03 5.37% 17.47 18.40 
Alitalia - 5.62 - 6.45 - 
British Airways 9.15 9.24 -0.93% 9.76 9.67 
Iberia 7.24 6.91 4.73% 7.31 7.66 
Lufthansa 13.57 13.33 1.82% 14.04 14.30 
SAS Group 9.36 8.90 5.12% 8.57 9.01 
easyJet 7.58 6.28 20.62% 7.23 8.72 
Ryanair 8.55 6.59 29.81% 7.42 9.63 
 
British Airways figures are slightly down on the same period last year.  This is due mainly to 
Easter falling in April 2004 but in March 2005.  Again, the largest growth can be seen with the 
low cost carriers.  Recent reports suggest that Europe will see low-cost carriers consolidating 
and disappearing with only a few main players staying the course (i.e. the two listed in the 
table above). 
 
The forecast for British Airways is probably slightly optimistic due to the events in London on 
July 7th (and 21st).   BA’s UK and European passenger numbers for July are down 1.3% on 
last year and the knock-on effect will see a drop in both UK/European and North American 
passengers over the next few months.  Many of the other European carriers may see a slight 
dip in numbers because of these events although the evidence from 9/11 suggests that low 
cost carriers and short haul travel will not be greatly affected. 
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Estimated Complimentary Meal Numbers by Route (millions) 
 
 
Apr-Jun 
‘05 
Apr-Jun 
‘04 
% 
change 
Jul-Sept 
‘04 
Forecast 
Europe (non-domestic) 17.50 16.78 4.30% 18.21 18.99 
Europe – Africa 3.61 3.34 8.22% 3.97 4.30 
Europe – Middle East 1.80 1.66 8.78% 2.04 2.21 
Europe – Atlantic 15.11 14.20 6.40% 15.46 16.48 
Far East/Australasia 5.71 5.15 10.92% 5.74 6.36 
Totals 43.80 41.20 6.32% 45.48 48.36 
 
Complimentary meals are on the increase.  This is in part due to a few carriers (such as 
Swiss) re-introducing complimentary meals. 
 
 
Headlines 
 
BMI 
BMI plan to turn most of their Heathrow services into a low-cost style operation.  This 
will involve charging for food offerings on board its flights as well as scrapping 
business class on all but four of its short-haul routes (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Belfast 
City and Brussels). 
 
British Airways 
BA have launched a 5 times a week service to Shanghai’s Pudong Airport.  This 
service will use a Boeing 777 aircraft. 
(Shanghai’s two main airports, Pudong and Hongiao, are now linked to 86 overseas 
destinations, 16 of which were added in 2004, five by foreign carriers.) 
 
Swiss International 
Swiss have abandoned their buy-on-board plans and have instead re-introduced a 
new complimentary food service on all their scheduled flights in association with 
Nestlé and Gate Gourmet. 
 
Virgin Atlantic 
Virgin Atlantic saw an increase of 26% in their Business Class travellers in their last 
financial year (ending Feb 2005).  They believe this was due to a 5% increase in 
available seats (due to delivery of new aircraft and the launch of new services to 
destinations such as Sydney, Delhi and Las Vegas), a partial recovery in the 
business travel market and a market share shift away from rival carriers. 
  
Portugal 
The WTTC (World Travel and Tourism Council) have forecast that tourism growth in 
Portugal will increase by 5.1% in 2005 and by 4.1% per annum between 2006 and 
2015.
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Explanations 
 
Passenger Numbers by Route 
The data in this table is derived from the Monthly Traffic Snapshots found on the 
Association of European Airlines (AEA) web pages. 
 
% change - This compares the last full quarter of this year with the same quarter in 
the previous year. 
 
Forecast - The forecast is based on the trend derived from the equivalent quarter of 
the previous year and the percentage change in the last full quarter. 
 
Passenger Numbers by Seat Class 
The data in this table is derived from data found on Euromonitor’s web pages. The 
seat class data is defined by country and is then applied to the major carrier for that 
country. 
  
Passenger Numbers by Carrier 
The data in this table is derived from the individual carrier’s websites. 
 
% change – Please see above. 
 
Forecast – Please see above. 
 
Estimated Complimentary Meal Numbers by Route 
The data in this table is calculated by taking the total passenger numbers provided by 
the AEA (this specifically excludes budget airlines and charter passenger numbers) 
and applying a multiplier to provide an estimate of the total number of meals provided 
to passengers.  The multipliers used are based upon consensus meal values agreed 
upon by a panel of experts and are subject to change on a monthly basis.  
 
% change – Please see above. 
 
Forecast – Please see above. 
